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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 13-15, 21, 25-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat No. 6,982,808 to Ogg et al. 

Referring to claim 13: 

A postage printing system, comprising: 

A registration wall; (Fig 12) 

A transport device for feeding an envelope having plurality of lateral edges in a 
path of travel through the postage printing system where one of the plurality of lateral 
edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: lines 24- 
26) 

A printer capable of printing a postal indicia and an ad slogan on the envelope, 
the printer being located in proximity to the path of travel so as to define a print position; 
(Fig 3; col 6: lines 42-45) 
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A control system in operative communication with the transport device and the 
printer, the control system for: 

Obtaining an indication from an operator of a selected print location for the ad 
slogan; and (Fig 7; col 8: lines 42-45) 

Determining if the postal indicia and the ad slogan may be printed in a single 
pass of the envelope through the print position of the postage printing system, (col 19: 
lines 17-26) 

Referring to claim 14: 

The postage printing system of claim 13, wherein: 

If the control system determines that the postal indicia and the ad slogan cannot 
be printed in a single pass through the postage printing system, then the postal indicia 
is printed in one pass through the postage printing system and the ad slogan is printed 
in another pass through the postage printing system, (col 19: lines 23-45) 

Referring to claim 15: 

The postage printing system of claim 14, wherein: 

Before the another pass through the postage printing system, the control system 
provides the operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of feeding the 
envelope through the postage printing system based upon the selected print location. 
(Fig 23,24; col 19: lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 21: 

A postage printing system, comprising: 

A registration wall; (Fig 12) 
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A transport device for feeding an envelop having a plurality of lateral edges in a 
path of travel through the postage printing system where one of the plurality of lateral 
edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: lines 24- 
26) 

A printer capable of printing a postal indicia and an ad slogan on the envelope, 
the printer being located in proximity to the path of travel so as to define a print position; 
(Fig 3; col 6: lines 42-45) 

A control system in operative communication with the transport device and the 
printer, the control system for: 

Causing the postal indicia to be printed in one pass through the postage printing 
system and the ad slogan to be printed in another pass through the postage printing 
system; and (col 19: lines 23-45) 

Before the another pass through the postage printing system, providing the 
operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of feeding the envelope through 
the postage printing system based upon a selected print location. (Fig 23, 24; col 19: 
lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 25: 

A method of operating a postage printing system, the method comprising: 
Feeding an envelope having a plurality of lateral edges in a path of travel through 
the postage printing system and along a registration wall where on of the plurality of 
lateral edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: 
lines 24-26) 
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Defining a print position where a postal indicia and an ad slogan may be printed 
on the envelope; (Fig 14A-B; col 14: lines 31-55; col 15: lines 47-54;) 

Obtaining an indication from an operator of a selected print location for the ad 
slogan; and (Fig 7; col 8: lines 42-45) 

Determining if the postal indicia and the ad slogan may be printed in a single 
pass through the print position of the postage printing system, (col 19: lines 23-45) 

Referring to claim 26: 

The method of claim 25, wherein: 

If the postal indicia and the ad slogan cannot be printed in a single pass through 
the postage printing system, then the postal indicia is printed in one pass through the 
postage printing system and the ad slogan is printed in another pass through the 
postage printing system, (col 19: lines 27-45) 

Referring to claim 27: 

The method of claim 26, further comprising the step(s) of: 
Before the another pass through the postage printing system, providing the 
operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of feeding the envelope through 
the postage printing system based upon the selected print location. (Fig 23, 24; col 19: 
lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 28: 

The method of claim 27, further comprising the step(s) of: 

Detecting a distinguishing characteristic of the envelope; and (col 19: lines 30-33) 

During the another pass: 
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Determining a feed orientation of the envelope based on detecting the 
distinguishing characteristic; (col 19: lines 40-45) 

Comparing the fed orientation with the anticipated orientation; and (col 19: lines 

4-16) 

Bypassing printing of the ad slogan if the fed orientation and the anticipated 
orientation do not correspond, (col 15: lines 55-58) 
Referring to claim 29: 
The method of claim 28, wherein: 

The one pass occurs prior to the another pass; and (col 19: lines 27-30) 
The distinguishing characteristic of the envelope is the postal indicia, (col 19: 
lines 17-22) 

Referring to claim 30: 

The method of claim 29, wherein: 

The postal indicia is printed along a top edge of the envelope; and (Fig 1, Fig 8) 
Further comprising the step(s) of: 

If the selected print location is along a bottom edge of the envelop, printing the 
ad slogan upside down so that the postal indicia and the ad slogan both read right side 
up when the envelope is viewed properly, (col 15: lines 37-40, 47-54) 

Referring to claim 31: 

The method of claim 26, further comprising the step(s) of: 

Detecting a distinguishing characteristic of the envelope; and (col 19: lines 30-33) 

During the another pass: 
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Determining a feed orientation of the envelope based on detecting the 
distinguishing characteristic; (col 19: lines 40-45) 

Comparing the fed orientation with the anticipated orientation; and (col 19: lines 

4-16) 

Bypassing printing of the ad slogan if the fed orientation and the anticipated 
orientation do not correspond, (col 15: lines 55-58) 
Referring to claim 32: 
The method of claim 31 , wherein: 

The one pass occurs prior to the another pass; and (col 19: lines 27-30) 
The distinguishing characteristic of the envelope is the postal indicia, (col 19: 
lines 17-22) 

Referring to claim 33: 

The method of claim 29, wherein: 

The postal indicia is printed along a top edge of the envelope; and (Fig 1, Fig 8) 
Further comprising the step(s) of: 

If the selected print location is along a bottom edge of the envelop, printing the 
ad slogan upside down so that the postal indicia and the ad slogan both read right side 
up when the envelope is viewed properly, (col 15: lines 37-40, 47-54) 

Referring to claim 34: 

A method of operating a postage printing system, the method comprising the 
step(s) of: 
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Feeding an envelope having a plurality of lateral edges in a path of travel through 
the postage printing system and along a registration wall where one of the plurality of 
lateral edges is aligned with the registration wall; (Fig 12; col 10: lines 31-35; col 13: 
lines 24-26) 

Defining a print position where a postal indicia and an ad slogan may be printed 
on the envelope; (Fig 14A-B; col 14: lines 31-55; col 15: lines 47-54;) 

Causing the postal indicia to be printed in one pass through the postage printing 
system and the ad slogan to be printed in another pass through the postage printing 
system; and (col 19: lines 23-45) 

Before the another pass through the postage printing system, providing the 
operator with an indication of an anticipated orientation of feeding the envelope through 
the postage printing system based upon a selected print location. (Fig 23, 24; col 19: 
lines 35-45) 

Referring to claim 35: 

The method of claim 34, further comprising the step(s) of: 

Detecting a distinguishing characteristic of the envelope; and (col 19: lines 30-33) 

During the another pass: 

Determining a feed orientation of the envelope based on detecting the 
distinguishing characteristic; (col 19: lines 40-45) 

Comparing the fed orientation with the anticipated orientation; and (col 19: lines 

4-16) 
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Bypassing printing of the ad slogan if the fed orientation and the anticipated 
orientation do not correspond, (col 15: lines 55-58) 
Referring to claim 36: 
The method of claim 35, wherein: 

The one pass occurs prior to the another pass; and (col 19: lines 27-30) 
The distinguishing characteristic of the envelope is the postal indicia, (col 19: 
lines 17-22) 

Referring to claim 37: 
The method of claim 36, 
Further comprising the step(s) of: 

If the selected print location is along a bottom edge of the envelop, printing the 
ad slogan upside down so that the postal indicia and the ad slogan both read right side 
up when the envelope is viewed properly, (col 15: lines 37-40, 47-54) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 16-20, 22-24 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The closest prior art of record is U.S. Pat No. 6,982,808 to Ogg et al. 
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Ogg et al disclose a postage and ad printing system where depending on the 
margin requirements and the placement of the postage indicia the system is capable of 
printing an ad slogan on an envelope with the postage indicia. 

As per claim 16 and 22, the closest prior art of record fails to teach or suggest 
using a scanner to detect distinguishing characteristic of the envelope to decide an 
orientation of the envelope for printing an ad slogan. Claims 17-20 depends on claim 
16 and claims 23-24 depend on claim 22, thus are allowable for the same reason. 

Conclusion 

5. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of 
the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the examiner. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Pat No. 6,173,274 to Ryan, Jr. 
U.S. Pat No. 6,141 ,654 to Heiden et al. 
U.S. Pat No. 6,234,694 to Brookner. 
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U.S. Pat No. 6,698,953 to Hertlein. 
U.S. Pat No. 5,978,781 to Sansone. 
U.S. Pat No. 5,707,158 to Hansel et al. 
U.S. Pat No. 5,168,804 to Lee et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rutao Wu whose telephone number is (571)272-3136. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571)272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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